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Michael Guest Takes Post as 
US Ambassador to Romania 
 
Michael E. Guest has been appointed 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Romania. details on page five 
 

 
Meeting with Ambassador Guest 

Don Shehan, Romania Country Officer, Dept. of State 
Catherine Fort, President, Opportunity Associates 

Richard Buta, CORA Member 
Armand Scala, CORA President 

Elena Lazăr, CORA Staff 
Dr. Peter Nicholson, President, American Friends of 

Romania 
 

 
 

CORA 10th 
Anniversary Meeting 

 
March 13-16, 2002 

 
T  Schedule of Events 
T  Registration form 
T  More on the meeting site 
 

details on pages two-three 
 

 
Romanian Property Restitution 
Final Deadline for Applications  
February 14, 2002 
 
No further extensions will be granted 
for those seeking return of property 
taken by the communists. The process 
is not uncomplicated and there are no 
guarantees. In most cases, the 
likelihood of property return is dim. 
 
The Romanian Embassy in 
Washington has prepared a form to 
help ease the process. To obtain the 
form and directions for application, go 
to the Embassy web page at: 
www.roembus.org. On the first page, 
click on the icon of a house (top right 
corner) and follow directions to 
"annex 1". "The notification has to be 
registered with the local court 
executor, at the place where the 
property is located" (Embassy of 
Romania, Press Release dated 
11/14/01). 
 
You will find an informative article on 
Romania's restitution process written 
by CORA's Vice President,. Mark 
Meyer. For this article, go to the 
"Herzfeld and Rubin" link on our 
website. ¯ 

NATO: Romania and the US 
 
On January 9, 2002, a panel of two 
analysts, Jeffrey Simon with the 
National Defense University and Chris 
Donnelly from NATO Headquarters 
(Brussels), spoke at the Woodrow 
Wilson Institute about what has 
happened since the Czech Republic, 
Hungary and Poland became NATO 
members. Although some of the points 
they made can be used to support a 
position of non-expansion others 
support CORA's view that NATO 
should expand this year, and should 
include Romania in its expansion. 
 
Without specifying the speaker, these 
points made were: 
• Since obtaining membership, the 
influence over the three countries by 
other NATO members has signifycan-
tly decreased.  
• The other nine candidates generally 
are weaker than the three newest 
members. 
• Military considerations blur rapid 
expansion.  
• The door to NATO membership is 
open, but it is on a rapidly moving 
train.  
• NATO has not been, and is not now, 
prepared administratively to handle 
the inclusion of the three new 
members, but this should not keep 
NATO from expansion now.  
• Political considerations favor a 
robust enlargement of NATO  
• The US is the leader, and has the 
most influence, in expanding NATO. 
Germany is a concern with regard to 
that end.  
• If the "Membership Action Plan" 
(MAP) (the measuring system being 
applied to determine qualification for 
membership) results in dividing the 
nations in that part of the world, it is 
contrary to NATO objectives. 
 
continued on page four 
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Schedule of Events 
 
March 13, Wednesday 

07:30 pm   Early arrival reception and dinner 
 
March 14, Thursday 

09:30 am – 04:00 pm*   Capitol Hill Meetings with Legislators and Staff 
07:30 pm – 10:00 pm   Dinner “How the Government of Romania Works” 

 
March 15, Friday 

09:00 am – 10:00 am   Lobbyist for Romania / CEEC Representatives 
10:15 am – 11:15 am   Restitution of Proprieties 
11:30 am – 12:30 pm   Economic / Political Panel: Forecast and Analysis 
12:30 pm – 01:15 pm   Lunch – Prominent Speaker 
01:30 pm – 02:30 pm   NATO Panel Meeting 
02:45 pm – 03:45 pm   White House Representative from National Security Council 
04:00 pm – 05:00 pm   Department of State Representative 
07:00 pm – 07:45 pm   Cocktails / Cash Bar 
07:45 pm – 10:45 pm   Dinner – Speaker: Sorin Ducaru, Romanian Ambassador to the US 

 
March 16, Saturday 

09:00 am – 10:30 am   Doing Business in Romania – Panel 
10:45 am – 12:30 pm   Business Meeting and Elections 

 
* Your reservation for the conference is required before March 1st in order for CORA

 to make your appointments with legislators and their staff. 
**Speakers to be announced; Schedule subject to change. 

 
More on the CORA meeting site 
 
Most of the meetings and the dinner on Friday night will be 
held at the facilities of the St. Luke Orthodox Church, 6801 
Georgetown Pike, McLean, VA. The church is located 
approximately 7 minutes from the Staybridge Suites Hotel, 
also in McLean, VA. 
 
McLean is approximately 20-25 minutes from Ronald 
Reagan National Airport, Dulles International Airport and 
downtown Washington. The Baltimore-Washington 
International Airport is a 50 minute ride from McLean. Just 
across the Potomac River from McLean are 
Rockville/Bethesda areas of the state of Maryland. Vienna, 
VA is 20 minutes from McLean; Arlington 20-40 minutes; 
Falls Church, 20 minutes; Fairfax 20-44 minutes and 
Alexandria, 30 minutes. The closest subway station, West 
Falls Church Metro Stop is located just 15 minutes by car. 
 
The Staybridge Suites Hotel is brand new, opening its doors 
in September of 2001. It is in the center of McLean, and 
conveniently located in the business/shopping area of the 
town. Studio rooms for CORA participants are $99.00 per 
night and can accommodate four persons (although two are 
recommended). The one bedroom suite is also available at 
the CORA rate of $99.00 per night and will accommodate 
up to 6 people (3 are recommended if you do not wish to 
share beds). The two bedroom CORA rate is $159.00 per 
night with tight accommodations for eight people (again  
 

 
 
 
sharing beds), thus we recommend no more then five 
people. This suite provides two full bathrooms. All suites 
include kitchens. All room rates include breakfast. 
 
Although CORA rates are guaranteed, there is no guarantee 
on the availability of rooms, so you must reserve early. 
Rooms will be available on a first come, first serve basis. 
 
Other hotels may include: 
 

Hilton Hotel: (703) 874-5000 
Holiday Inn: (800) 465-4329 
Embassy Suites: (703) 883-0707 
Ritz Carlton: (703) 506-4300 
Courtyard by Marriott: (800) 321-2211 

 
Eight minutes from the hotel is Tyson’s Corner, once the 
largest shopping mall in the US. Now two malls across the 
street from each other comprise this large shopping area. 
 
The metropolitan Washington area is not noted for its 
public transportation. Although we will try to provide some 
shuttle service from Staybridge to the meetings and back, 
you may wish to rent a car. ¯ 
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Registration Form 
 

Congress Of Romanian Americans 
Annual Meeting 

March 13-16, 2002 
 
Name:    ___________________________________________ 

Address:   ___________________________________________ 

   ___________________________________________ 

Telephone:   (_____)______________ / (_____)_______________ 

Fax:    (_____)______________ 

E-mail:   ___________________________________________ 

Arrival time / date:* ___________________________________________ 

 
Registration fees 
 $40.00 before February 28, 2002   $ _________ 
 $60.00 after February 28, 2002    $ _________ 
 $15.00 students with valid ID    $ _________ 
 
Meals 
 $20.00 Dinner, Thursday, March 14th    $ _________ 
 $15.00 Lunch, Friday, March 15th    $ _________ 
 $30.00 Banquet, Friday, March 15th    $ _________ 
 
TOTAL       $ _________ 
 
Transportation 
I will have a car at the meeting (please circle)  YES  NO 
 
Lodging 
I have made reservation for March  13 14 15 16 
 
For reservations contact Staybridge Suites at (800) 238-8000 and ask for a CORA rate. Room rates are 
guaranteed, but not room availability. 
 
Staybridge Suites daily rates: 
  Studio   $99.00 + tax (includes one bed plus sleep sofa) 
  1 Bedroom Suite $99.00 + tax (choice of one or two beds plus sleep sofa) 

2 Bedroom Suite $159.00 + tax (includes three beds, sleep sofa and two baths) 
 
Please fax your completed registration form to (703) 448-9361. For more information call (703) 448-3372 or (703) 
356-2280. E-mail: romanians@aol.com, website: www.romanianamericans.org.  Make checks (for meetings and 
meals) payable to CORA and mail it to CORA, 1000 Gelston Circle, McLean, VA 22102. 
 
_______ 
 
* If you would like CORA to make an appointment with a Congressmen and/or Staff you must register before March 1. 
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NATO: Romania and the US 
continued from page one 

 
Since the end of the "cold war", 
NATO has viewed its future in a free 
and whole Europe, without dividing 
lines. According to Simon, if the 
current "Membership Action Plan" is 
strictly applied, a line in Europe would 
be drawn because new members would 
not qualify. This would defeat NATO's 
goal of inclusion  

 
Chris Donnelly stated his personal 
view unofficially, that NATO's 
purpose has, in fact, changed. NATO, 
formerly a defense alliance, is moving 
quickly to become a security alliance. 
Because of the events of September 
11th, CORA feels the alliance must be 
expanded this year. Over the years, 
CORA has maintained that the security 
issue is a compelling reason for 
enlarging NATO, voicing concern 
over the extremists among the Moslem 
population, as well as possible future 
problems with China, both posing the 
greatest threats to US freedom, 
security and economy. In virtually 
every forum since 1994, CORA has 
verbalized this fear in pressing for 
NATO enlargement. 
 
It appears that the "fast track" new 
members to NATO might include 
Estonia (pop.1.5m), Latvia (pop. 
2.65m), Lithuania (pop. 3.6m), 
Slovakia (pop. 5.6m) and Slovenia 
(pop. 2m). The collective population 
of these 5 countries is 15.3 million, 
less than half the population of Poland, 
one of the newest members. It is 
CORA's position that if only these 5 
countries are invited, the US 
Administration would be settling for 
tokenism from its allies. The US must 
succeed in obtaining the approval of 
other NATO members to include 
Bulgaria (pop. 8m) and Romania (pop. 
23m). 
 
Apart from the population issue, there 
are additional solid reasons for the 
inclusion of Romania in NATO and 
for the invitation to be extended in 
November. A recent interview with 
Ambassador Guest suggests one road 
Romania must take to qualify. ¯ 

There is a sense that the US 
Administration favors NATO 
enlargement. Convincing the US 
Senate to support all seven countries is 
a problem. More to come... ¯ 
 
 
A New Book - A "Must Read" 
Parting the Curtain: An American 
Teacher in Post Communist Romania 
 
Going to Romania? - Read ahead or 
take along Anne Coe Heyniger's 107 
page paperback, Parting the Curtain: 
An American Teacher in Post 
Communist Romania ($10). 
 
Anne Coe Heyniger's book is 
described as a personal memoir of her 
seven years of living and working in 
post-communist Romania. She worked 
as an English teacher at a university in 
Timişoara and writes about her 
students, her colleagues, her friends 
and her travels in Romania. She is a 
skillful writer, whose insights and 
observations tell a compelling story. 
She hopes her book will motivate other 
Americans to go to Romania, teach 
and share the American personality 
with the people there. 
 
Author Frederick Quinn, in an editorial 
review, writes "It is an elegantly 
written work, a true picture of time and 
place by a talented writer and sensitive 
observer". Customer reviews rate her 
book as a "5 out of 5 stars". 
 
Ms. Heyniger was born and raised in 
Washington, DC, graduated from Bryn 
Mawr College (1956), lived in Jordan, 
Holland, Congo and Tanzania as the 
wife of a US. Foreign Service Officer 
and, as a single parent, raised three 
children while working for several 
non-profit organizations in 
Washington, DC. She also volunteered 
in inner city ministry.  
 
To order Ms. Heyniger's book, send a 
check for $10, payable to Anne Coe 
Heyniger. Shipping costs are included 
in the price of the book. Mail to: 

 
Ms. Anne Coe Heyniger 
1720 S Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20009 ¯ 

Sorin Ducaru 
Ambassador of Romania to the 
United States  
 

Ambassador 
Ducaru was born 
in Baia-Mare, 
Romania in 
1964. Prior to his 
appointment as 
Ambassador, he 
served as the 
Permanent Re-
presentative of 

Romania to the United Nations in New 
York. During the period 1998-2000 he 
was the Minister Counselor, Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the Romanian 
Embassy in Washington, DC. From 
1996-97 he was the Head of the 
Division for NATO, WEU and 
Strategic Issues. In 1995-96 he served 
as Director of the Minister's office and 
Spokesman. He was Counselor to the 
Minister from 1994-95 and from 1993-
94 he was an Expert in the Policy 
Planning Division on Euro-Atlantic 
Integration Issues. 
 
Ambassador Ducaru graduated with an 
MA in International Relations in 1993 
from the Amsterdam School of 
International Relations, University of 
Amsterdam; graduated from the 
Romanian National School of Political 
Science and Public Administration, 
Department of International Relations; 
and received a Master in Sciences in 
Applied Electronics from the Faculty 
of Electronics, Polytechnic Institute 
Bucharest in 1988. ¯ 
 
 
CORA Hosts Society for 
Romanian Studies  
 
On the occasion of their US annual 
meeting in Washington, DC this year, 
CORA took the opportunity to 
introduce itself to the SRS delegates. 
Our thanks to Dr. Radu R. Florescu, 
Director of the East European 
Research Center, Boston College, and 
CORA Board Member, for providing 
information about the Society for 
Romanian Studies. ¯ 
 
more details on the last page 
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organizations comprising numerous US 
Government agencies and frequently 
changing American staff. In the case of 
Bucharest, for example, the 
Ambassador is responsible for the 
health, safety and professional welfare 
of over 400 people (and their families), 
both Americans and Romanians. Lives 
and careers are at stake. Although the 
DCM plays an important role in the 
management of the Embassy, it is 
ultimately the Ambassador's 
responsibility to see that it all works 
well, and in accordance with US law 
and regulations. 
 

In most Administrations, the mix of 
Ambassadors is usually somewhere 
around two-thirds career, one-third 
non-career. Among the nearly 200 US 
Embassies and other diplomatic 
Missions abroad, some are almost 
always awarded to non-career envoys 
(e.g., London, Paris, Rome, Tokyo, 
Copenhagen, etc.). Others, usually 
the most unsafe and unhealthful, 
isolated, least developed, etc., almost 
always go to career diplomats (e.g., 
most of Africa, some Middle Eastern 
and Latin American posts). The rest 
are headed sometimes by career 
diplomats, sometimes by non-career 
Ambassadors (e.g., Moscow, Athens, 
Warsaw, Bucharest, Tel Aviv, etc.). 
In such cases, it can be assumed that 
there is dialogue between the State 
Department and White House on the 
various candidates, their qualify-
cations, and any special factors in the 
relationship with the country or at the 
Embassy that may make it advisable 
to choose a particular career diplomat 
or a non-career person for the post. 

For the last 6 years, two political 
appointees served as Ambassador to 
Romania, All Moses, and recently 
James Rosapepe. Both of these 
gentlemen are accomplished and both 
brought their particular talents to the 
job of Ambassador to Romania. The 
most recent evaluation of our Embassy 
in Bucharest can be found at 
www.oig.state.gov. ¯  

Selection of US Ambassador 
 
Unlike the situation in most, if not 
all, advanced democratic countries, 
US Ambassadors are selected from 
among the ranks of career Foreign 
Service officers and others, mostly 
from outside of government, who are 
deemed qualified to fulfill such a 
role. 
 

 
The US Ambassador in any country is 
the President's representative and 
senior US official there. In that 
capacity, he or she has many well-
known responsibilities, such as 
conducting day-to-day diplomatic 
relations with the host government; 
promoting US trade and investment; 
protecting the lives, property and 
legitimate economic interests of US 
citizens; advancing human rights and 
democratic practices (where 
necessary); explaining US policies, 
society, and culture to the host 
government and local population; etc. 
Less well known is the Ambassador's 
responsibility for the Embassy as an 
institution and for its employees. 
Embassies are complex  

Michael Guest Takes Post as 
US Ambassador to Romania  

 
Michael E. Guest has 
been appointed 

Ambassador 
Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America 

to Romania. As a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, he served as 
the Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary in the Bureau of Legislative 
Affairs. From 1996 to 1999, he served 
as Deputy Chief of Mission in Prague. 
Guest has held several posts in 
Washington, including as Deputy 
Executive Secretary of the Department 
of State and Political-Military Officer 
in the Office of European Security and 
Political Affairs and has completed 
overseas assignments in Paris, Moscow 
and Hong Kong. 
 
Originally from South Carolina, 
Ambassador Guest is a graduate of 
Furman University and received a 
Masters degree from the University of 
Virginia. ¯ 

Summary of Meeting with 
Ambassador Michael Guest  
 
On January 10, 2002, CORA 
Representatives Richard Buta, 
Catherine Fort, Elena Lazăr, Dr. 
Peter Nicholson and Armand Scala 
met with the Ambassador and 
Romania Country Officer, Don 
Sheehan, at the Department of State. 
 
Following introductions and cordial 
remarks by the Ambassador and Mr. 
Scala, Mr. Scala asked the 
Ambassador to talk about his 
experience in Romania and to 
provide a brief analysis of his first 3-
1/2 months in Romania. During the 
meeting, the Ambassador made the 
following points: 

• His impressions of Romania are 
more positive than initially 
expected.  
• He feels he has a good strong 
working relationship with both the 
President and the Prime Minister.  
• He sees the Romanians as 
having made real progress in the 
last 6 months of the first year of 
this administration, acknowle-
dging the first 6 months were 
necessary for organization and 
evaluation.  
• He feels that the energy sector 
needs foreign investment now, 
and US firms are being 
encouraged to participate.  
• He advises US businesses that 
there are opportunities in 
Romania, but warns that they 
must be careful and resourceful.  
• With regard to problems in 
Romania, he includes the 
following:  

° Corruption  
° Lack of transparency across 
the board  
° Rule of law reflects 
inconsistencies and abuse  

• He feels that Romania's 
government must not only regard 
its natural geographic/strategic 
location to make it an acceptable 
candidate for NATO membership, 
but must achieve a continuous list 
of accomplishments in over-
coming its country's problems. ¯ 
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Society for Romanian Studies (SRS) 
 
The Society for Romanian Studies is now over 25 years old. 
It was founded in the mid seventies to give an opportunity 
to American specialists and the academic community, 
interested in furthering their interests and research on 
Romania, to meet and exchange papers and ideas at, at 
least, one major conference in the US and Romania or 
Europe. The Society elects a President for a three year 
period (present incumbent, Jim Augerot, Department of 
Slavic University of Washington); a Secretary/Treasurer 
who is permanent (Paul Michelson, Huntington College) 
who is traditionally the editor of our Quarterly Newsletter, 
and a Committee of five, with the President sitting for one 
year after the termination of his tenure. Dr. Florescu was 
the second President of the Society - no one serves more 
than one term. The home of the Society is the College or 
University connected with the President. Funds are drawn 
from membership dues, donations or other financial support 
from outside. Traditionally, major conferences and business 
meetings are held at the location or University selected by 
the American Association for the Advancement of Slavic 
Studies (AAASS), the largest American organization for the 
promotion of East European Studies. Mini-conferences 
however, are held at other locations during the course of the 
year, depending on the decision of the Board and the 
President. Such was the conference organized at the 
Romanian Embassy some years ago which focused on 
 

 
 
business studies, when we had the pleasure of CORA's 
collaboration. 
 
Two years ago, the members of SRS had the opportunity of 
joining a broader organization: The South East European 
Studies Association which included members of the Society 
for Bulgarian Studies, The Society for Albanian Studies, 
Croatian, Slovenian, Serbian and Greek Studies, for the 
purpose of mixed discussion panels for the whole area of 
SE Europe. SESSA has its own yearly conference which 
usually coincides with the meeting of AAASS. Its raison 
d'être was the reluctance of some of our members to accept 
the word Slavic, which traditionally has been linked to the 
major organization. When our conference moves to 
Washington, DC, we are often hosted and entertained at the 
Romanian Embassy, as are other organizations. It is indeed 
customary for the Cultural Attaches of the respective 
Embassies to attend our conferences as do representatives 
of the State Department, the CIA and other government 
representatives. The book exhibit, the Fulbright, IREX, 
Free Europe, Voice of America, etc., booths are major 
attractions. Diplomats of the respective countries often 
participate at our meetings. It was most gracious on the part 
of CORA, and its President, Armand A. Scala, to host us at 
a reception at his home in McLean VA, on the occasion of 
our last meeting at the Hyatt Hotel. 

 
Congress Of Romanian Americans 
1000 Gelston Circle 
McLean, Virginia 22102 
www.romanianamericans.org 

 
Please 
place 
stamp 
here  

 


	Volume VI / Issue I
	Spring 2002
	
	
	
	March 13-16, 2002
	
	Meeting with Ambassador Guest





	INSIDE
	
	
	
	
	
	March 13, Wednesday
	March 14, Thursday
	March 15, Friday
	March 16, Saturday




	NATO: Romania and the US
	Congress Of Romanian Americans




